Dr Korczak ‘s

Background and Context

The background and period is integral to understanding the central themes and messages of the play.  These exercises will help you to understand the background to the Holocaust and the play’s setting.

Practical exercise
Interviewing the past

Section A

The class is divided into three groups and each group has one of the following roles.
1) SS officer.

2) Survivor of the Holocaust.

3) TV documentary researcher.

Tell the groups that they are collectively going to take on the character of this one person. In these groups ask them to brainstorm about that character and ask them what the war means/meant to them.

Questions to help groups 1&2:

· How old were you at the time?

· Where were you during the war?

· What were your worst/best memories from the war?

· Did you do anything you regret?

· How much does your family today know about your wartime experiences?

Questions to help group 3:

· Why are you making this documentary?
· Were any of your family involved in the war?

· Which places have you visited that played parts in the war?

· What is your emotional reaction to the war?

Section B

Once each of the groups have established a basic idea about their character, ask group one to sit in chairs in a tight semi-circle. The rest of the class sit in a bigger semi circle facing the tight semi-circle. In the space between the two groups place an empty chair with a coat or a pair of shoes on it. This chair faces the larger semicircle and is a physical representation of the officer’s character.

Use the following images.

· A Jewish passport. Image card 1

· Old lady selling Star of David armbands. 2

· The entrance to Auschwitz 3

· Hitler 4

(IMAGES NEEDED)

Pass the cards one at a time to group one asking them to respond in character as to how the image makes them feel. The class can ask questions of the character. Repeat the process with the other two groups so that you have heard the responses from each of the 3 characters

Section C

Divide the class into pairs and ask them to conduct interviews.

A in the role of the interviewer.

B in the role of one of the three characters

Use the image cards to help you structure your interview.

SS officer

IMAGE CARD ONE

· Did you have any Jewish friends before the war?
· Would you have considered getting anyone a false passport to help them escape?

· How would you have felt if you had to have an obligatory middle name imposed by the state?

IMAGE CARD TWO

· What was the reasoning behind asking all the Jews to wear armbands?

· How often did you go into the ghetto and see sights like this?

· How old do you think this woman is?

· What was your grandmother doing during the war?

IMAGE CARD THREE

Did you ever go to Auschwitz or any of the concentration camps?

How would you describe the conditions in the camp?

Why did Hitler destroy all the evidence of the so-called death camps in 1943?

How many Jews do you think died in these camps?



IMAGE CARD FOUR

· Did you ever meet Hitler?
· Did you agree with his policies regarding the Jews?

· How was he regarded by members of the SS

· How would you describe his leadership?

· How did you feel about his suicide?

Holocaust Survivor

Image card one

· How did you feel to have J stamped on your passport?

· What was your middle name before the war?

· Did you hold on to your passport throughout the war?

· If not when was it taken from you?

Image card two
· Did you remember having to wear one of these?

· Did anyone refuse to wear one?

· What happened if you refused to wear one?

· What was the reaction of a German person when they saw your armband?

· How much has this lady been selling these armband for?

Image card three
· Can you explain how you felt the first time you saw this place?

· How does it make you feel now?

· Can you describe your journey to the camp?

· Did you know you were going here or had you been told something different?

· Can you describe the conditions inside the camp?

· How was it that you survived?

· Have you ever revisited the camp where you were held?
Image card four
· Can you describe your feelings towards Hitler?

· Have you any words to say to this man?

TV Researcher

IC 1

· What does this tell you about Hitler’s treatment of the Jews?

· How might you use this in your documentary?

IC 2

· What information can you gain from a picture like this?

IC3

· This is one of the most chilling images of the war. Can you describe why?

· How much detail will you give in your documentary on conditions at the camp?

· Have you visited Auschwitz? What was the atmosphere like?

· IC4

· What are your feelings towards this man

· What do you think of his act of suicide?

· How will you portray him in your documentary?

· Are they any modern day leaders that you could compare him with?

The outcomes of these interviews can be fed back to the class. 
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